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BREAST CANCER SCREENING SAVES LIVES 
More than 7.9 Million Ontario women may be eligible for screening in 2012 

 
London, ON – On June 6, Brenda Stover was running errands in Tillsonburg, Ontario 
and noticed a big, pink bus parked in the CIBC parking lot. The Canadian Breast 
Cancer Foundation Pink Bus Tour began early this summer to educate women 
about the importance of breast cancer screening. Brenda decided to take a few 
moments out of her busy day to see what the bus was all about. With no history of 
cancer in her family, Brenda was not at all concerned about breast cancer or her 
health.   
 
“The lady on the bus told me that when I turned 50, I would be eligible for regular 
breast cancer screening,” laughs Brenda. “What a sweetheart, I was already 50 - but 
I had never had a mammogram.” Brenda decided to book an appointment through 
the Ontario Breast Screening Program (OBSP). On August 13, Brenda was 
diagnosed with breast cancer. “My doctor told me that I had cancer, but it was the 
best type and it was identified at the earliest possible stage,” recalls Brenda. “I had 
to focus on being positive and getting better. I have six kids; I work; I was in the 
middle of recording a cd; I didn’t have time for breast cancer.” 
 
In support of Breast Cancer Awareness Month this October, the South West 
Regional Cancer Program is encouraging women to know the importance of breast 
cancer screening and to be proactive about it. 
 
In 2012, it is estimated that 9,100 Ontario women will be diagnosed with breast 
cancer and that 2,000 will die from the disease. There are approximately 1,937,000 
women in Ontario aged 50 to 74 who are potentially eligible to be screened for 
breast cancer in 2012. 
 
“Breast cancer screening aims to detect cancer as early as possible, before 
symptoms appear,” says Neil Johnson, Cancer Care Ontario Vice President for the 
South West region. “When detected early, there are more treatment options and an 
improved chance of survival.”  
 
Women aged 50 to 74 who are not at high risk for breast cancer can call any OBSP 
screening location to make an appointment since a referral is not needed.  
 
Brenda recently underwent a lumpectomy to remove the cancer and will be starting 
radiation therapy soon. “Everyone says getting cancer is the luck of the draw, but I 
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wasn’t playing cards,” jokes Brenda. “In all seriousness, I encourage women to get 
screened when they turn 50. I had no signs or symptoms, no noticeable lumps, and 
no family history.”  
 
Women should see their family doctor or nurse practitioner to discuss what breast 
cancer screening option is appropriate for them. Ontarians can also visit 
www.ontario.ca/screenforlife and complete the “Time to Screen” tool to find out when 
it’s the right time for them to get screened.  
 
To find an OBSP site, call 1-800-668-9304 or go to 
www.cancercare.on.ca/obsplocations. 
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South West Regional Cancer Program oversees the delivery and quality of cancer 
services for the counties of Grey, Bruce, Huron, Perth, Middlesex, Oxford, Elgin, and 
part of Norfolk. It is one of 13 Regional Cancer Programs created by Cancer Care 
Ontario in 2005 to ensure cancer care is delivered according to province-wide quality 
standards.  
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